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WHAT DEFINES RPS 
RESECTABLILITY?

THREE FACTORS
1. Patient-related factors (e.g., co-morbidities)
2. Disease biology
3. Technical aspects

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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RETROPERITONEAL SARCOMA
Biology & Involvement are Broad & 

Variable   

Difficult to define strict technical 
criteria of unresectability

1. Tumors tend to have multi-visceral 
involvement

2. Variable disease biology 
(depending on histology & grade)

3. Variable responsiveness to 
systemic therapies
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OBJECTIVE

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego

To convene RPS specialists from 
around the world in a monthly 
Virtual Tumor Board to discuss 
challenging cases that were initially 
reviewed at ≥1 sarcoma centers 
and deemed to be borderline 
resectable or unresectable.
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4th Friday of each month (1 hour)
7 am 8          9        10 11     12 pm    1        2         3         4 5         6          7         8         9        10        11     12 am   1 2        3

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego

17 Virtual Tumor Boards
May 2021 – October 2022
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CASE SUBMISSION
1. Presenter name
2. Institution
3. Patient age & sex
4. Tumor histology
5. Primary vs. metastatic disease
6. Number of prior operations
7. Number of lines of systemic chemotherapy
8. Prior radiation: Yes or No
9. Major concern and/or question regarding resectability

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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Attendance and Case 
Presentations

Median Range
Attendees 22 15 - 74
Cases (N=47) 3 1 - 4
Presenters (N=36) 1 1 - 7

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov-
Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug-

Sept Sept Oct

Attendees 74 36 26 30 24 21 15 26 20 15 22 15 16 28 22 21 29
Cases 3 3 2 1 3 3 4 4 3 1 2 4 2 4 3 2 3
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Attendance and Case 
Presentations

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego

Prospective
83%

Retrospective
17%
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4 Continents
15 Countries

26 Institutions

North America
45%

Europe 43%

Asia 8%

South America
4%

U.S.
26%

Italy
23%

Canada
13%

Mexico
6%

France
4%

India
4%

Slovenia
4%

U.K.
4%

Brazil
2%

Chile
2%

Israel
2%

Japan
2%

Norway
2%

Poland
2%

Spain
2%

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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11 Tumor Histologies

DDLPS/WDLPS 55%

LMS 13%

UPS 7%

SFT 7%

WDLPS only 4%

Chondrosarcoma
2%

Ganglioneuroma 2%
GIST 2%

PEComa 2%
MPNST 2% Synovial 2% EHE 2%

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego

Recurrent themes of challenging 
cases included:
1. Recurrent LPS encasing a 

solitary remnant kidney 
following contralateral 
nephrectomy

2. LPS encasing a transplanted 
kidney

3. Tumor abutment of the small 
bowel mesenteric root & SMA

4. Primary LMS of the IVC with 
extensive tumor thrombus
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Polling
• Post-hoc survey of presenters [12/31 responses
(39%) in June 2022], the discussion:

• Confirmed management: 2/3 cases
• Change in management: 1/3 cases

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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SUMMARY

• The International Tumor Board has provided broad expert
opinion from sarcoma specialists spanning the globe with
aims to:

1) Better understand RPS resectability
2) Learn & teach new approaches for tackling challenging

technical aspects of RPS resections
3) Elevate RPS care worldwide

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS & 
DISCUSSION• Suggestions for overall improvements?

• Suggestions for increasing engagement beyond the core
20-25 that religiously attend?

• Additional meeting times:
• North America, South America, Europe, Middle East?
• East Asia & Australia?

• Manuscript after 20th tumor board?

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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TARPSWG International Tumor Board

JOIN US
jsicklick@health.ucsd.edu

Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego
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SESSION 1, TALK 1

CREATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A MONTHLY 
INTERNATIONAL TUMOR BOARD: EXPERIENCE OF THE 
TRANSATLANTIC AUSTRALASIAN RETROPERITONEAL 

SARCOMA WORKING GROUP (TARPSWG)
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Jason Sicklick, Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego

THANK YOU TO ALL COAUTHORS AND PARTICIPANTS!
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